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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

INLAND WETLAND & WATERCOURSES AGENCY  

REGULAR MEETING 

 THURSDAY, JULY 2nd, 2020 

On Line/Via WebEx & Telephone 

7:00 pm    

  

 

MINUTES   

 

 The Southington Inland Wetlands Agency held a regular meeting on Thursday, July 2nd, 2020 via 

WebEx teleconference and telephone, James Sullivan, Chair, called the meeting to order at 7:01 o’clock, 

pm with the following participating: 

 Commissioners:  Chris Borowy, Matthew Bunko, David Byrne & William Kowalewski**  

 Ex-Officio: David Lavallee, Ass’t Town Planner 

     Absent:   Bethany Solury, Commissioner       

   Jessica Smith & Robert Ives, Alternate 

  (** Appointed but not yet sworn in therefore, not seated this evening.)  

 A quorum was determined.         

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was waived. 

 

James Sullivan, Chair, presiding: 

Approval of Minutes – Regular Meeting of June 4th, 2020 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to approve the Minutes from the June 4, 2020 meeting as 

presented.   Mr. Bunko seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 

Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding items scheduled for action 

 None this evening. 

 

Inland Wetland / FF Applications: 

 A. Information – IW #1281, application of Louis Gianacopolos seeking to cross and mitigate 

an area of wetlands currently under shallow fill for access to a new garage in a non-wetland area.  

Property located at 924 Old Turnpike Road. 

 Mr. Lavallee advised he did provide a rundown on the site and what he observed when out 

there.  A portion of the house, the yard area was not designated as wetlands in 1996.  They built the 

house and did some grading in the back.   It turns out when he went for an application for a new shed, I 
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looked at the aerials and to me it was pretty evident there was evidence of wetlands there.   He agreed 

to hire a soil scientist to look at it.  The soil scientist did find a swath gong through the back yard. 

 Part of his application is to cross it to gain access to a new garage which planning & zoning 

approved on the other side of it. 

 Mr. Lavallee said the map should be in the package, as well.  Whatever you got in the package 

we can take out to the site when we do the site walk and speak to it there. 

 The Chair asked going forward if there was the option to do a site walk.  Mr. Lavallee responded 

staff has been able to in groups of two or three.  Similar to the last meeting, if we can’t go out there in in 

groups of six to eight, I’d be happy to meet people out there individually.   I will speak with the health 

director and the town manage to get some type of direction to get a group out there.  Open space was 

allowed to have a small gathering.  I’ll have to let you know.     

 Discussion. 

 The Chair noted this is not the Quinnipiac River, but it is near there.   Mr. Lavallee said it is a 

tributary.  Further back the Quinnipiac goes through.    I guess it is probably about three feet wide, not 

that big.  It goes across the property in terms of the watercourse that is piped.  But then that flows into 

an adjacent more defined channel parallel to the side of his property.  That has a little more flow to it. 

 (Map on the screen.) 

 The Chair noted the location.   It is kind of between the nursery coming down on Buckland and 

the carwash, hallway in that little stretch of Old Turnpike Road.   On the right had side heading towards 

the carwash. 

 Mr. Lavallee noted on the plan initially there was a proposed swale into that area of wetlands 

and then there was excavation that was proposed for ZIRO (zero increase in run off) for the site.  There 

was activity proposed in there as would’ve been allowed in 1996.  For some reason they never located 

that wetland. 

 When we look at the site, you will see the narrow band on the left-hand side where we can get a 

pad of stone in similar to what we did on Bridle Path.  It worked well. 

 Mr. Borowy agreed with the Chair that a site walk would be helpful.  Therefore, I’ll move that we 

table IW1281 at this point.   Mr. Bunko seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 Site walk set for July 31st, 2020 at 5:00 pm 

    

Communications 

 A. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding items other than those 

scheduled for action. 

 The Chair brought up the article in the Meriden Record Journal on the pollinator path.  He 

thought that was excellent.  Shari Guarino (former commissioner) was in the picture. 
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 Mr. Lavallee said they are very involved in that and continue to be for the pollinator garden up 

at the Novick open space.  Suggestions on what to plant in the area to keep it going. 

 Mr. Lavallee added from the open space standpoint, we did have closings on two of the open 

space parcels that we purchased:  one on Canal Street next to the train depot and the other on Mount 

Vernon Road, across from the access to Grannis Pond. 

 The Chair asked about concerns for Crescent Lake and any type of damage with all the usage.  

Just something to look out for.   Mr. Lavallee said there is limited parking there.  If you can park, you can 

go in.  It’s been filling up on the weekends. 

 

Conservation Issues / Unfinished Business / Misc. 

 Mr. Lavallee advised there is a parcel on Meriden Avenue that I’ll probably end up doing an 

agent approval on.  I’ll give you a heads up on that.  There was an occupied house they’re trying to 

rehab and the neighbor across the street had some fill and they brought it over.  We put the brakes on 

it.  We’ll have them do a Notice of Intent to Fill.   It may require a special permit use from planning & 

zoning depending on the volume of fill.  We’ll handle it with erosion control. 

 Discussion on site walk dates.  Mr. Lavallee reiterated he would speak with the health director 

and the town manager to get a plan on how to approach it.   We can set a date and it will be just how 

we meet there.    

 Date:  July 31, 2020 at 5:00 pm. 

  

Adjournment 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to adjourn.   Mr. Bunko seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on a 

voice vote. 

 (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 7:18 o’clock, pm) 

 

  


